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Acts 2:1-21 
 

What is Pentecost? 
The word Pentecost means "fiftieth day". It is the great festival, also called the Harvest Festival 
and is celebrated fifty days after Easter. Pentecost also marks the birth of the Christian church by 
the Power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

What happened on Pentecost? 
Ten days after Jesus ascended into heaven, the twelve apostles and many others of His disciples 
gathered together in Jerusalem for the Jewish Harvest Festival Celebration. While they were 
indoors praying, a sound like that of a rushing wind filled the house and tongues of fire descended 
and rested over each of their heads. This was the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on human flesh 
promised by God through the prophet Joel – this prophecy was given 800 years before Christ.  
 

Joel 2:28-29 (NKJV) 
28 And it shall come to pass afterward that I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions. 29 And also 
on My menservants and on My maidservants, I will pour out My Spirit in those days. 
 

Apart from the connection between Pentecost Day and the birth of the Christian Church, there are 
two questions: 
 

- What was the “outpouring of the Holy Spirit” for? 

- What is the function of the Holy Spirit in us? 
 

1. The Pouring out of the Holy Spirit was Jesus’ Promise 
John 14:16 (NKJV) - And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with 
you forever— 

- Jesus promised that God would send another “Helper” 

- The Greek word used by John was a “Parakletos” 

- Para-kle-tos: One who appears in another’s behalf: Mediator & Intercessor 
 

2. In the OT the Holy Spirit was a sporadic Performer  
Judges 14:5-6 (NKJV) - 5 So Samson went down to Timnah with his father and mother and came to the 
vineyards of Timnah. Now to his surprise, a young lion came roaring against him. 6 And the Spirit of the 
Lord came mightily upon him, and he tore the lion apart as one would have torn apart a young goat, though 
he had nothing in his hand. But he did not tell his father or his mother what he had done. 
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- In the OT, the Holy Spirit used to visit people only when they needed Him 

- He used to come and perform always in a specific situation 

- People had to pray and ask for His intervention in those days 
 

3. The Fullness of the Holy Spirit is for a Purpose  
Acts 1:4 & 8 (NKJV) - 4 And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from 
Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard from Me; 8 But you 
shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 
 

- Jesus said not to do anything without the Fulness of the Holy Spirit 

- The Holy visitation is not for goose bumps or shaking bodies  

- The fulfilment of the Holy Spirit is to be His witness in the world 
 

Conclusion 
Why do we Celebrate Pentecost? 
There are three "mega-festivals" celebrated in the Christian calendar. The first is Christmas and 
the second is Easter, both are well known to both believers and non-believers. But it's possible 
that even liturgical Christians may not be as familiar with the third, the festival of Pentecost.  
 

- Christmas is a Celebration of Jesus’ birth to bring salvation in the earth 
- Easter is a Celebration of Jesus’ Triumph over death and sin 
- Pentecost is the Celebration of The Holy Spirit’s empowerment 
 

Let us celebrate it with such joy and thanksgiving. 
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